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Until recently, the Bulgarian govermment ¥#os
entirely satisfied with the operstion of the railroais. It is well known
to the public that this is no longer the cese. There are many ressons for
this.

The rolliug stock, especially the locomotives, is deficient. There is
e very limited nuzber of modern uni®s, and because of traffic demands, the
locomoti-res are inspected ouly every 6 months. The locomotives use s second-
grade cosl, vhich is very sulfurous and Jdeamages the grates and v's bollers.
As a resalt there are frequent treakdowns of locomotives o’ both fretgat and
pagsenger trains, and delays wvhich are disorgavizing traffic. There is an
{nsufficient mmbCr of reserve iocamotives on hand.

Thase delays often amount to 3 or 4 hours for passenger tralus ou ruas
of less than 40 Xilameters, and are aven greater in the ceae of freight
traius, Az a result, the reil netvork ix completely disorgaunized. because
move than half of the lines are still sinple urack, Freight delays are
casused partly by overioading the cars, which results in broken axles, and
partly bty 4o lack of coutinuous braking, due to the use of many types of
cars, vhich forces ¥ne enginesr to use slover syecas ou cevials dswngTs
than those prescribed in the schadules.

To these technical difficulties is addel the poor physizal condition
of tioe employees. Not only bave the vages of railroed ewployees best re-
duced cince May 1952, bus the canteens have boee closed since lest October.
Althoogh & boons system permits the salariss of firemen snd engineers to
remain velatively higher in thié sector than io others, for the last 2
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the stores and markets. Nest, milk, fetty fools, egss, sod butter bave be-
came blMck-msskst foods. Tims, pysiosl breakiowns of railrosd personsel,

sut is cousidering

uestion vhther the Silesisn aad Austrian jndostries would be
sble ég Wle” ‘ . the orders for railroad equipment, ag Sovist and Czech entar-
prises sesm to be unable to do so.

‘ goverument has had the press publish & varaing to railroad euployess
%o uﬁ%&e their efforts, and to the Ministry of Transportation to cM%
i4s wathods, Bumors of au iapending purge of the adminiatrative lLosders
the ministry are alresdy cireulating 4n the city.
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